Scoring Points and Measuring
Scoring
At the end of bowling in each end the points scored must be determined. In a singles game this
is done by each player. In a pairs game this is done by the lead. In a triples game this is done by
the second (sometimes called the vice). And in a fours (rinks) game this is done by the vice-skip.
They in turn tell the skips the number of points scored by the winning team and the skips
record the results.
The winner of the end is the team with the closest bowl (called the “shot” bowl) to the jack.
This is determined through observation or measurement. More than one point is scored when
the winning team has more bowls closer to the jack than the closest bowl of their opponent.
One point is awarded for each bowl closer than their opponent’s closest bowl.
To inform the skips of the results in pairs/triples/fours games, the players scoring the end use
hand signals. The winning team member faces their skip and taps the top of their head once for
each point they have scored. The losing team taps the side of their leg for each point the
winning team has scored.
The winning team will set the mat for the next end and roll the jack.

Using a Tape for Measuring
At times it will be necessary to compare distances between the jack and opponents’ bowls. This
is when the two opponents cannot agree on who is closest by observation.
This is done by using a tape measure, a common piece of bowls equipment. It acts just like a
tape measure with a retractable string, instead of a marked tape. It has a small button or switch
on top to hold the string from retracting when pressure is release from the button.
The steps in measuring are:
1. Determine which bowls are to be measured
2. Being careful not to move the jack, place one side of the tape against (close to) the jack; the
end with the retractable string should be pointing towards the bowl to be measured
3. Pressing the button, pull the string towards the bowl to be measured
4. Once you have determined the end of the string is at the closest point to the bowl, release
(let up on) the button to lock the string in place
5. Move the tape around the jack so that it points at the second bowl to be measured; do not
touch the button
6. Stretch out the string
7. If the string doesn’t reach the second bowl, then the first bowl is closer; conversely, if the
string reaches, then the second bowl is closer
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Scoring Points and Measuring
Above we covered the simplest situation. Just the two bowls, and we measure to see which is
closest. However, there are many other situations where you will need to measure, and this will
affect how you do so.
One of the most common situations is the shot bowl is easily identified, however, it isn’t clear if
the team/player has more.
In this event the shot bowl is removed from the head. The player who lost the end then selects
their closest bowl. This will then be the first bowl measured, and to which the winner’s bowls
are measured against.
In a different scenario it is unclear which bowl is shot and it could be one of 3 or 4 bowls.
Similarly, to the above scenario it is made simple by identifying a single bowl from either player
which you feel is closest for that player.
Once you have this you can measure this against the bowls from the other player. If the original
bowl is shot, then you can repeat the steps above to see if any more will count.
Common errors made while measuring are: 1) accidentally moving a bowl or the jack, and 2)
measuring too low on the bowl. To avoid the second try moving the end of the string up/down
and right/left when determine the closest point.
It’s important not to confuse your opponent in anyway. Your job as the measurer is to get a fair
result, not to try and gain an advantage.
Always agree what is going to be measured before you start. This makes things clear on exactly
how you will be measuring, making it easy for you.
It can be good to confirm exactly what the current situation is, and what the possible outcomes
of measuring will be; e.g., “I am holding 2 shots; shall we measure these two (identifying the
two bowls) to see if I have a 3rd?”
Always allow your opponent to see what you are doing, and how you are measuring. Again, this
is to prevent any issues with accusations of cheating.
Always ask your opponent if they are happy for you to measure or if they want to. Also, in an
important game, you can have a marker/umpire do it.
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